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We claim: 

1. A method comprising: 

displaying a first image at a first resolution level; 

identifying a location in the first image; and 

generating a second image for display at a second resolution level 
different than the first resolution level in response to user input via a 
user input mechanism, wherein generating the second image comprises 
combining data from the first image with additional image data, and 
further wherein the second resolution level is dependant on a number of 
utilizations of the user input mechanism. 

2. The method defined in Claim 1 wherein identifying the 
location comprises positioning a cursor over the location. 

3. The method defined in Claim 1 wherein each utilization of 
the user input mechanism comprises a mouse click. 



4. The method defined in Claim 3 wherein the second 
resolution level increases with an increase in the number of mouse clicks. 



108 

5. The method defined in Claim 1 wherein each utilization of 
the user input mechanism comprises depressing a key on a keyboard. 

6. The method defined in Claim 1 wherein each utilization of 
the user input mechanism comprises pressing a button. 

7. The method defined in Claim 1 wherein each utilization of 
the user input mechanism comprises touching a display screen. 

8. The method defined Claim 1 where the first image is a 
thumbnail image. 

9. The method defined in Claim 1 further comprising 
accessing the additional image data over a network via a network 
connection. 

10. The method defined in Claim 9 further comprising 
decompressing the additional image data. 

11. The method defined in Claim 1 further comprising 
displaying the first and second images in a viewing window. 
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12. The method defined in Claim 11 wherein the viewing 
window comprises a browser window. 

13. An article of manufacture comprising at least one 
recordable medium having executable instructions stored therein which, 
when executed by a system, cause the system to: 

display a first image at a first resolution level; 

identify a location in the first image; and 

generate a second image for display at a second resolution level 
different than the first resolution level in response to user input via a 
user input mechanism, wherein generating the second image comprises 
combining data from the first image with additional image data ,and 
further wherein the second resolution level is dependant on a number of 
utilizations of the user input mechanism. 

14. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 13 wherein 
each utilization of the user input mechanism comprises a mouse click. 

15. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 14 wherein the 
second resolution level increases with an increase in the number of 
mouse clicks. 
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16. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 13 wherein 
each utilization of the user input mechanism comprises depressing a key 
on a keyboard. 

17. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 13 wherein 
each utilization of the user input mechanism comprises pressing a 
button. 

18. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 13 wherein 
each utilization of the user input mechanism comprises touching a 
display screen. 

19. The article of manufacture defined Claim 13 where the first 
image is a thumbnail image. 

20. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 13 wherein the 
second image is generated by combining data from the first image with 
additional image data. 

21. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 20 wherein the 
executable instructions further comprises instructions, when executed by 
the machine, to access the additional image data over a network via a 
network connection. 
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22. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 21 wherein the 
executable instructions further comprises instructions, when executed by 
the machine, to decompress the additional image data. 

23. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 13 wherein the 
executable instructions further comprises instructions, when executed by 
the machine, to display the first and second images in a viewing window. 

24. The article of manufacture defined in Claim 23 wherein the 
viewing window comprises a browser window. 

25. An apparatus comprising: 

means for displaying a first image at a first resolution level; 
means for identifying a location in the first image; and 
means for generating a second image for display at a second 
resolution level different than the first resolution level in response to user 
input via a user input mechanism, wherein generating the second image 
comprises combining data from the first image with additional image 
data, and further wherein the second resolution level is dependant on a 
number of utilizations of the user input mechanism. 
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26. The apparatus defined in Claim 25 wherein each utilization 
of the user input mechanism comprises a mouse click. 



27. The apparatus defined in Claim 26 wherein the second 
resolution level increases with an increase in the number of mouse clicks. 

28. The apparatus defined in Claim 25 wherein each utilization 
of the user input mechanism comprises depressing a key on a keyboard. 

29. The apparatus defined in Claim 25 wherein each utilization 
of the user input mechanism comprises pressing a button. 

30. The apparatus defined in Claim 25 wherein each utilization 
of the user input mechanism comprises touching a display screen. 

31. The apparatus defined in Claim 25 wherein the means for 
generating the second image comprises means for combining data from 
the first image with additional image data. 

32. The apparatus defined in Claim 31 further comprising 
means for accessing the additional image data over a network via a 
network connection. 



113 

33. A method for panning images comprising: 
displaying a first image at a first resolution level in a display- 
window; 

identifying a panning direction in the first image; 

moving the image data in the display window in a direction 
opposite to the panning direction, including creating an area in the 
display window to display of another portion of the first image; and 

generating image data for display in the area of the display 
window, wherein generating the image data comprises combining data 
from the first image with additional image data. 

34. The method defined in Claim 33 wherein identifying the 
location comprises moving a cursor in the panning direction. 

35. An apparatus for panning images comprising: 

means for displaying a first image at a first resolution level in a 
display window; 

means for identifying a panning direction in the first image; 

means for moving the image data in the display window in a 
direction opposite to the panning direction, including means for creating 
an area in the display window to display of another portion of the first 
image; and 
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means for generating image data for display in the area of the 
display window, wherein the means for generating the image data 
comprises means for combining data from the first image with additional 
image data. 

36. The apparatus defined in Claim 35 wherein the means for 
identifying the location comprises means for moving a cursor in the 
panning direction. 



